[Pharmacokinetic-pharmacodynamics relationships of imatinib (Glivec)].
Imatinib (Glivec) is a specific inhibitor of tyrosine kinase receptor, in particular of the proto-oncogene c-kit. Proto-oncogene c-kit is expressed or mutated in stromal digestive tumors (GIST). Pharmacokinetic (PK) analysis showed that imatinib displayed linear PK in patients with advanced GIST. Imatinib is extensively metabolized by the cytochrome P450 enzyme system. Alpha-1-acid glycoprotein (AAG), a protein involved in the acute phase of inflammation, is implicated in protein binding of imatinib and seems to play a key role in imatinib PK.